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School funding is a challenging topic at both the
state and local levels. For years, legislators and
governors have attempted to provide a school
funding formula that is fair and equitable

funding for all schools at a good value for taxpayers.

This year is no different. Recently, Representatives Bob
Cupp and John Patterson introduced bipartisan
legislation that would provide a
new funding formula for Ohio’s
public schools. It’s definitely an
improvement because it is
focused on the classroom and it’s
research-based. They spent over
a year studying data, working with
local school officials, and
gathering information on what it
actually costs to educate a
student in Ohio’s schools.

While it is a step in the right direction, the proposal must
make its way through the legislative process and there
will be opposition. In fact, the Ohio Speaker of the House
has already expressed concerns. We do not expect any
new budget or school funding formula to be approved
until around June 30, 2019.

What does it mean for Dover?
Regardless of the new funding proposal, the need for
supporting our schools with local property taxes does
not go away. Supporting schools through state and local
funding is a shared responsibility. A solution may be on
the horizon, but in order to maintain the programs and
services we value as a community now, it’s important to
continue to support our schools locally.
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“We’ve faced some
hurdles the past
couple of years,”
Lauber admitted.
“Our funding situation
is really difficult and
tough to grasp, let
alone overcome. But
we have people who
are smart and are go-
getters, willing to roll
up their sleeves and
get to work. So I have
every confidence that
we’ll meet and
overcome the
challenges and come
out better and stronger than we are right now.”

Despite the challenges, Lauber sees the big
picture and feels positive that Dover City Schools
is headed in the right direction.

“We are really blessed with a skilled and cohesive
board and a fabulous group of teachers,
administrators and engaged parents,” she added.
“Our future is bright.”

Following graduation from the College of Wooster
and earning an MBA in Human Resource
Management from Syracuse University, Elizabeth
settled in Dover with her husband and raised four

daughters. She serves as Director of the Care Network for
NewPointe Community Church.

At the encouragement of a friend, Elizabeth ran and was
subsequently elected to her second term on the Dover City
Schools Board of Education. With four children educated
in the district – the fourth is a graduating senior – Lauber
knows how good Dover schools are.

“I’m really proud of the education each received here and
what they’ve been able to do because of it,” she said.
“They’ve gone on to college, two earning Masters degrees
and one just finishing her PhD. We know that Dover set
them on a strong path to learn, be inquisitive, and I’m so
proud of this. If I can help make a
difference in continuing that legacy
for other Dover families, I’m happy
to do it.”

While acknowledging it was a
challenge to learn that being a
board member means that not
everyone will always agree with
board decisions, Lauber sees her
role as getting the facts right and
always striving to do what’s right for Dover City Schools
and the community.

“This board is just completely dedicated. With four girls
passing through Dover schools, I was already aware of our
excellent teachers. Getting to know our administrators and
seeing their tremendous commitment has been a good
and affirming experience, too.”

When it comes to challenges over the next few years, the
two-term board member has faith that the district and
community will work together to get the job done.
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the programs and

services we value as
a community now, it’s
important to continue

to support our
schools locally.

Local Tax Dollars Essential to Dover Schools

Mrs. McKee's
kindergarteners
practiced
constructing 
3-D shapes as
they made
habitats for their
peeps using
toothpicks and
jelly beans.

Meet Dover City Schools Board Member Elizabeth Lauber
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For the first time, Dover High School is offering the
Advanced Placement (AP) Capstone program to
qualifying students. Those students who have
taken four AP courses can take part in Capstone,

which involves a two-year commitment.

“It is essentially a final cumulative project that students who
are on AP track classes can go for,” said English teacher
Sarah Nottingham. “It’s a two-class program. They take one
class their junior year and one
class their senior year.”

The junior year class is taught
by Nottingham and is nearing
completion of its inaugural
year. It features some research
projects and students must
make presentations. There is a
lot of work in small groups.

“It requires them to look at
multiple perspectives,”
Nottingham said, “looking at
various research fields. It’s very
multidisciplinary. From that, they go into Julie (Altier’s)
class, which is the AP research class.”

Altier, a Social Studies teacher at Dover, oversees a class
that is more singularly focused than the junior-year course.

“It’s a 16-20 page paper (written) over the course of the year
on any topic they want,” shared Altier.

While it can be about any topic a
student chooses, the paper must be
researched by the student.

“Normally, when we say research paper
at the high school level, they read
something and write about it,” stated
Altier. “This is more like scientific
research. They might have to go out

and do surveys or actual
science and come up
with what their takeaways
from it are and write a
final paper.”

With normal AP courses, the year ends with a test. But
the second year of the Capstone program only requires
the single 16-20 page paper.

The program has been a success, so far.

“We’re rounding out the first year of the AP seminar and
the students are doing fantastic,” said Nottingham. “I
think the rigor, first of all, is what sort of distinguishes
this class from other classes.”

Students recently completed presentations in front of an audience. The
culmination of a lot of hard work was rewarding to see.

“As I watched them, I thought to myself that there are a lot of adults
who cannot present the way these kids can,” she said. “They really
came across as very professional and very intelligent. Their research
was wonderful and it’s been a highlight of my career thus far.”
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AP Capstone at Dover High School Challenges Students
“We’re rounding out
the first year of the
AP seminar and the
students are doing

fantastic,” said
Nottingham. “I think
the rigor, first of all,

is what sort of
distinguishes this
class from other

classes.”

Over Spring Break, the Dover Music Department
visited Walt Disney World in Orlando. The band, choir,
and orchestra performed, attended workshops, and
proudly represented our Dover community.


